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OVERVIEW

Huntsville, Alabama is part of the greater Tennessee Valley Region and Madison County, Alabama. It is
nestled between the Tennessee River and the Appalachian Mountains, and as such, provides a varied
terrain of mountains and valleys, and holds valuable water resources. Huntsville is home to Redstone
Arsenal and NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center. The Huntsville Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)
has a population of approximately 417,593 persons; while the area's regional population consists of over
862,000 residents. The area’s climate is seasonal and the area tends to be family-oriented. The U.S.
Census Bureau estimates that as of 2009, the City of Huntsville was the home of 72,910 households, with
an average household size of 2.27 persons. An enduring economic success story is that of the City of
Huntsville and Redstone Arsenal. The City of Huntsville and Redstone Arsenal have lived, worked, and
grown together for more than sixty years. Their relationship has developed into a synergistic partnership
that strongly supports the U.S. Army mission and the quality of life of the soldiers and civilians who call
this region home.

Key Facts and Messages

This Fact Book was assembled to collect and disseminate key information concerning the City of
Huntsville. This information includes the local economy, quality of life, and public infrastructure. It is
understood that it is appropriate to consolidate military installations or locate specific businesses,
industries, and scientific research centers in regions where corporate needs are met with ready availability
of a well-qualified workforce, as well as a quality of life and public services in the Huntsville that enable
employees and families to flourish. The City of Huntsville offers such an environment, and more.

The City of Huntsville’s relationship with Redstone Arsenal spans over six decades. Throughout the
years, the relationship has transitioned into a mutually reliant partnership to support the mission of the
U.S. Army and the quality of life of the soldiers stationed here, affiliated DoD civilians, and their
families.

This support is evident and obvious within the community. The community holds a large defense sector,
yet a diverse and broadbased market of other industrial sectors.

The region also holds a valuable and unique resource: A concentration of a highly trained and educated
workforce. Educational and research facilities, and governmental labs fuel innovation and creativity, as
well as provide experience for the educated imminent workforce, who number over 8,800 in fields of
computer science, mathematics, engineering, science, and physics.

Community leaders appreciate the dynamic research occurring in Huntsville, and have proactively
planned for future growth and development. The community has in the past responded well to an influx of
population based upon its relationship with Redstone Arsenal and NASA. The planning for imminent and
future growth is evident in current housing construction and availability, as well as roadway and
infrastructure improvements that have been constructed or are being constructed presently. The area's
partnership with Redstone Arsenal has ensured that transportation projects to support accessibility to
Redstone Arsenal are undertaken, and have been planned for the next two years in excess of $159.5
million.

The partnerships extend further to the emergency response community. The City of Huntsville and its
emergency response organizations have reciprocal aid agreements with Redstone Arsenal. Area



emergency response groups train and exercise with each other to prepare for community and on-post
emergencies requiring mutual aid response.

Finally, the City of Huntsville provides an exceptionally high quality of life through its museums,
educational facilities, and cultural and recreational activities. All of these opportunities, when coupled
with the area's affordable housing and low cost of living, provide a unique environment for families to
prosper.

Media Accolades

The Huntsville-Madison County area has been recognized by various leading publications and surveys as
the premier place to rear a family, establish and grow a business, and to work. A sample of Huntsville’s
recent headlines follow:

Huntsville named one of the Leading Places to Retire — CNN/Money, September 2011

Huntsville ranks as the nation’s 3™ largest aerospace and defense manufacturing hubs — Business
Facilities, August 2011

Huntsville named one of Forbes Top 20 Leading Metros for Business — Forbes, July 2011

Huntsville named one of the Top 5 Small Cities of the Future in North & South America — fDI
Magazine, April 2011

Strong growth propels Huntsville to Alabama’s 2" largest metropolitan area — 2010 Census,
February 2011

Huntsville’s Concentration of High Tech Workers is 2" in the nation to only to San Jose’s Silicon
Valley — TechAmerica Foundation, December 2010

Huntsville recognized as one of the country’s leading Hotbeds for High-Tech Growth — Area
Development, December 2010

Huntsville names one of the Top 3 Best Performing Cities in the Country — Milken Institute,
November 2010

Huntsville named one of the country’s Top 10 Most Attractive Metros for Business — Area
Development, September 2010

Huntsville named one of the nation’s Top 10 Best Places to Retire — CNN Money, September 2010

The City of Huntsville receives Standard and Poor’s highest possible “AAA’ bond rating for
strength of the local economy — Standard and Poor’s, January 2009 and August 2010

Huntsville named one of the country’s Top 10 Cities for Raising Families — Kiplinger’s, August 2010

Huntsville cited as America’s New Federal City — Government Executive, August 2010



Huntsville recognized as the nation’s leading Small City with Big Opportunities — Entrepreneur,
July 2010

Huntsville named one of the nation’s most affordable cities — CNN Money, July 2010
Huntsville ranks No. 1 nationally for employment growth — Moody’s, April 2010

Huntsville cited as a one of five Communities Leading the Economic Recovery — USA Today, April
2010

Huntsville was named one of the country’s Top 10 Places to Live — Relocate-America.com, April
2010, May 2008

Forbes names Huntsville one of the nations’ Top 10 Places for Business and Careers — Forbes,
April 2010

Huntsville was named one of the Top 10 Smartest Cities in the World — Forbes, December 2009

Huntsville was rated the country’s Highest Ranking Metro for Risk Adjusted Return — Moody’s
Economy.com, November 2009

BusinessWeek names Huntsville the Second Best Recovering Job Market — BusinessWeek,
November 2009

Huntsville was named the Country’s Top Mid-Sized City to Launch and Grow a Business — Fortune
Small Business, November 2009

Huntsville Ranks 4™ Among America’s 20 Strongest Building Markets — BusinessWeek, September
2009

Huntsville was named one of the nation’s Top 10 Places for Tech Jobs — U.S. News & World
Report, September 2009

Huntsville was named one of the Top 5 Best Cities for Recession Recovery — Forbes, July 2009
Huntsville was named nation’s Best City in 2009 — Kiplinger’s Magazine, July 2009

Huntsville was named one of Money Magazine’s Top 6 Places to Find a Job — Money Magazine,
May 2009

Huntsville was named one of the Country’s Top 5 Cities for Defense Jobs — Forbes, April 2009

Huntsville was named the country’s Leading Metro for Consumer Lending Growth — Wall Street
Journal, March 2009

Huntsville was named one of 10 Great Cities for Salary Growth — Yahoo!hotjobs, January 2009

Madison County was named the country’s Best Place to Live to Weather the Economy — Forbes,
November 2008



Huntsville was named one of the Top 50 Best Places to raise children in the U.S. — BusinessWeek,
November 2008

Huntsville was named one of the Top 5 locations in the U.S. for aerospace companies — Expansion
Solutions, October/November 2008

Huntsville was named one of the Country’s ““10 Best Cities for Job-Seeking Retirees” — U.S. News
& World Report — September 2008

Huntsville was named one of the Top 5 Cities for Job Opportunities — SmartMoney.com, September
2008

Huntsville was named the Number One Mid-Market in the South — Southern Business Development
Magazine, June 2006 and August 2008

Huntsville was named one of America’s Top 5 Mid-Sized Cities for Doing Business — Inc.com, July
2008

Huntsville is one of the Country’s Top 10 Technology Cities, Ranking 3™ in the Country for
Concentration of Technology Workers — Cybercities 2008, June 2008

Huntsville was named one of America’s Leading Greenest Cities — Poplar Science, March 2008

Forbes Projects Huntsville to be one of the Fastest Growing Metros in the Country — Forbes
Magazine, January 2008

Huntsville was named one of America’s Top 5 Technology Cities — Computerworld, October 2007

Huntsville was named one of the country’s Top Adventure Towns — National Geographic
Adventure, September 2007

The University of Alabama in Huntsville ranks among the top ten percent of business schools in the
country — U.S. News & World Report, September 2007

Huntsville was named one of the country’s Top 10 Metros for Business Vitality — Wall Street
Journal, June 2007

Huntsville was named one of America’s Top 5 Cities for Professional Workers — Kiplinger’s
Personal Finance, June 2007

Huntsville is one of the country’s Top 10 Metros for Scientists and Engineers — Expansion
Management Magazine, May 2007

Huntsville was named one of Forbes’ Leading Cities for Business — Forbes Magazine, May 2005 &
May 2007

Huntsville was named the #1 Small City of the Future — Foreign Direct Investment Magazine, April
2007



Huntsville was named one of the Country’s Top 10 Cities for Job Growth and Affordability —
MSN/Sperling, March 2007

Huntsville was named one of the Country’s Top 10 Job Growth Markets — Manpower, March 2007

Huntsville was named one of America’s Hottest Cities — Expansion Management Magazine,
February 2007

Huntsville is one of the Country’s 15 Great Cities for Job Seekers — Careerbuilder.com, January
2007

Huntsville was named one of the Country’s Top Entrepreneur Hot Spots — Entrepreneur Magazine,
September 2006

Huntsville was named one of the Country’s Top Metros for Business Opportunities — Expansion
Management Magazine, July 2006

Huntsville was named the Country’s Best Value for Salaries and Cost of Living — Salary.com, June
2006

Huntsville is one of the Country’s Top 10 Communities for Best Overall Standard of Living —
Expansion Management Magazine, May/June 2006

Huntsville was named one of the Country’s Hottest Midsize Cities — Inc. Magazine, May 2006

Huntsville was named the Top Mid-Sized” Military Community of Excellence” in the Country —
Expansion Magazine, Special Issue, April 2006

Financial Times’ publication recognizes Huntsville’s Biotech Brain Gain — Foreign Direct
Investment, April 2006

Huntsville was named one of the Top 10 Green Cities in the U.S., The Green Guide, April 2006

Huntsville ranks as one of the country’s Best Locations for Scientists and Engineers, Expansion
Management Magazine, April 2006

Given the area’s national recognition for its quality of life and its attractiveness to business development
and growth, it is easy to see why Huntsville area has dramatically grown over the years.
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