
 
A Guide to Design Review in Huntsville’s Historic Districts Page ii 
 

 
A Guide to Design Review in Huntsville’s Historic Districts 

 

CONTENTS 
 
SECTION 1:  THE DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS 
 
 1.1 Why Design Review?................................................................1-1 
 1.2 Planning a Project......................................................................1-2 
 1.3 Important Definitions ................................................................1-6 
 1.4 Additional Information..............................................................1-7 
 1.5 The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards..................................1-8 
 
SECTION 2:  HUNTSVILLE’S HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
 
 2.1 Twickenham Historic District ...................................................2-1 
 2.2 Old Town Preservation District.................................................2-2 
 2.3 Five Points Preservation District ...............................................2-3 
 2.4 Alabama A&M Historic District ...............................................2-4 
 
SECTION 3:  DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES 
 
 3.1  Materials...................................................................................3-1 
  a. Wood ..............................................................................3-1 
  b. Masonry..........................................................................3-4 
  c. Metal...............................................................................3-7 
  d. Painting...........................................................................3-8 
 3.2 Architectural Elements ..............................................................3-9 
  a. Roofing & roofing features (dormers, etc.) ....................3-9 
  b. Windows.......................................................................3-13 
  c. Window Features (shutters, awnings) ..........................3-15 
  d. Entrances ......................................................................3-17 
  e. Architectural ornamentation .........................................3-18 
  f. Porches..........................................................................3-20 
  g. Chimneys......................................................................3-23 
 3.3 Site & Setting ..........................................................................3-24 
  a. Setting...........................................................................3-24 
  b. Landscaping .................................................................3-24 
  c. Fencing .........................................................................3-26 
  d. Exterior lighting ...........................................................3-28 
  e. Outbuildings and ancillary structures ...........................3-28 
  f. Utility and accessory structures ....................................3-28 
 3.4 New Construction, Additions ..................................................3-30 
  a. New Construction.........................................................3-30 
  b. Additions ......................................................................3-33 
 3.5 Signage ....................................................................................3-35 
 3.6 Demolition/Relocation/Mothballing........................................3-36 

a. Demolition....................................................................3-36 
  b. Relocation.....................................................................3-36 
  c. Mothballing ..................................................................3-37  
 
APPENDIX A: RECOMMENDED DETAILS


